Is this a variant of Lemierre's syndrome?
Lemierre's syndrome is an oropharyngeal infection leading to secondary septic thrombophlebitis of the internal jugular vein (IJV). It is classically anaerobic in origin and Fusobacterium necrophorum is the commonest pathogen. We report an unusual variant of this condition in a 68-year-man with uncontrolled diabetes mellitus who presented with extensive cellulitis of the left neck. No primary oropharyngeal sepsis was detected. Neck radiographs revealed soft tissue gas and computed tomography confirmed neck space infection with gas formation and complete thrombosis of the left IJV. Klebsiella pneumoniae was isolated from the fluid, tissue and blood samples. Repeated debridement was required until complete healing. Computed tomography of the neck at six months showed resolution of infection, although the vein remained thrombosed. Although the radiological features resemble Lemierre's syndrome, this case differs from it in the absence of oropharyngeal sepsis and presence of background diabetes mellitus. The isolation of Klebsiella pneumoniae as a cause has not been previously described.